On
very own Lord Steinberg

19 May 2005, our

made the following
speech on Israel in the
House of Lords.

“My Lords, first | congratulate
the noble Lord, Lord Drayson,
on his opening remarks, which

covered a wide range of
matters, including the
resolution of the problem
between Israel and the

Palestinians. | am sure that all
noble Lords would agree that a
peace settlement between
Israel and the Palestinians is a
matter of vital importance in
the life of this Parliament.

At the recent London
conference to  help the
Palestinians  prepare  for
statehood and stability in the
region, the Government
highlighted the need for reform
of the Palestinian Authority
and the necessity to rebuild the
PA as an effective governing
body. The Government must
now insist that the Palestinians
fulfil promises on reform. To
move forward, the Palestinian

leadership must  fulfil  its
primary road map obligation to
dismantle  the  Palestinian

terrorist network and end the
endorsement of incitement
against Jews and Israel. Only
last Friday in a sermon
broadcast by  Palestinian
Authority TV, the preacher, a
paid employee of the P A said:

“Israel is a cancer, spreading
through the body of the Islamic
nation, and because the |ews

are a virus resembling AIDS,
from which the entire world
suffers”.

Through the disengagement
plan, Israel is preparing to
withdraw unilaterally from the
Gaza Strip and from 300
square miles of the northern
West Bank. This is a personally
bold and politically courageous
move by Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel  Sharon, and the
Government must continue to
support Sharon's withdrawal
plan. Disengagement is an
important first step on the
road to renewed negotiations
with the Palestinians, and it
shows [srael's willingness to
make painful compromises for
peace. Make no mistake; the
decision will cause a lot of
disturbance to the people
living there. Compensation will
have to be paid; local areas and
communities will be destroyed;
and, sadly, there may be some
unfortunate incidents. In the
past, Israel has given up
territory to Egypt and Jordan
in return for peace. lsrael will
make further concessions
when the Palestinian Authority
shows real commitment to the
peace process.

Let us look at some of the
contentious issues. The road
map to peace is mentioned
continuously as the way
forward. Phase one of the road
map obliges the Palestinian
Authority to dismantle the
Palestinian terrorist
infrastructure  and  arrest
terrorists, yet not one terrorist
has yet been detained. It

worries Israel that Mahmoud
Abbas, known as Abu Mazen,
has not yet seemed to have the
will or the ability to imprison
known terrorists and
confiscate illegal weapons.

Moble Lords might think that
all violence has stopped in
Israel, because they do not get
all the up-to-date news. We
were in Israel for |0 days over
Fassover. Do noble Lords know
how many incidents there
were! Mot one, not two, not
10, not 20, not even 30. In fact,
there were 52 separate
incidents over a 10-day period,
including attempted suicide
bombings, shooting incidents
and knife attacks. To the credit
of lIsraeli security services,
every one was thwarted.

In similar tactics to those used
by IRA terrorists, teenagers
were sent to execute attacks
or smuggle weapons. The IRA
did exactly the same when they
had teenagers throwing stones
and petrol bombs, and they
stayed behind them sniping
with their guns. Prime Minister
Sharon has stated that there
must be a complete cessation
of violence before political
progress can be made. The
fragile ceasefire between Israel
and the Palestinians is violated
almost daily with reckets and
mortars  showering  Israeli
towns.

| will deal with the fence. Some
people have called it a wall;
others have called it a barrier.
In  truth, the fence is a
temporary, highly effective,






