HALE SHULE

The Early Days

In the Begi-nning........

It was on September the 25™ 1976, the first
evening of Rosh Hashanah 5737 that a group of
friends met for dinner at the home of Philip and
Shaina Taylor. Each had been to their respective
Shul in Cheadle, Didsbury and Sale. A chance
comment, that it was a pity that no synagogue was
available in Hale, stimulated a discussion involv-
ing Joe and Jenny Rich, Victor and Judy Miller
and Gerry and Pam Gross together with our hosts
and ended with a decision to try and start one.

A meeting was arranged at the Taylor's home on
the 30" September at which approximately 30
people attended. When it was decided to set up a
working party Philip and Shaina, Victor and Judy,
Joe and Jenny, and Stanley and Deanna Zollkwer
were left when the dust settled following the

stampede for the front door,

Over the next few weeks several meetings took
place to work out the logistics. Joe and Sylvia
Benjamin offered us the use of a flat in a house in
Delahays Drive. Chairs were donated by Henry
and Muriel Braverman. Stenecourt Synagogue
lent us a Sefer Torah, siddurim and chumashim.
Other books were donated. Rabbi Rosen from the
Sale Shul joined us to affix Mazozot provided by
the Lubavitch foundation to the door of the flat.
The first service was organised for 6" November
1976, starting at 10.15 prompt!

60 congregants met for the first service, beauti-

fully conducted by Stanley Zolkwer. It was only

after the service that he admitted that, while he
attended regularly all his life, he had never
conducted a  service before. Lehening was under-
taken by Jonathan Lieberman of the Manchester
Torah Corps. He and David Trenner joined the
community in subsequent weeks to Lehen from the
Torah.

In December, invitations were sent to the children
of the fledgling community and 35 children
attended a Chanukah party after Shabbat service.

We continued to receive help from communities
around Manchester. In January, Rabbi L Weisz of

Whitefield was our guest for Shabbat. Regular
services were led by Stanley Zolkwer, Henry
Braverman and Gordon Davies, while Victor
Miller gave a commentary on the weekly Torah
portion.

Because of complaints, Trafford council were
torced to serve a closure notice on us as we had
not applied for change of use of the flat to be a
place of worship. However that helped to crystal-
lise our views and we started to look for another
site until we could establish a permanent site for a
Shule. Aubrey and Sonia Lee had, by this time,
joined the small ad hoe committee and Aubrey
was of enormous help together with Mark Rubin
in dealing with the planning officers. Trafford
planning officers provided us with great support
and help and advice and, [ suspect, have continued
to do so with the new building.

Services were moved to the Jubilee Suite and the
Assembly  rooms at Bowden. Rabbi E S
Rabinowitz was persuaded to come out of retire-
ment to join the community at weekends, Rabbi
David Hickson supervised the Cheder which was
expanding rapidly. A Shule Committee was
established which, besides the founders, now
included, Aubrey Lee, Barry Newgrosh, Alan
Dobkin, Henry Braverman, Roger Blaskey, John
Blaskey, Anthony Crystal, Eric Greenberg and
Rubin Berg. By this time a Ladies Committee had
also been formed which ran many suceessful fund
raising activities. They were known as “The other
Half” and included Shaina Taylor, Marion Dobkin,
Judy Miller, Anne Blaskey, Marcelle Donner, Evy
Blaskey, Linda Berman and Anita Rubin.

In March 1978 the current site was identified and a
planning application was submitted. In spite of
considerable opposition from local residents, the
Council supported the application in Aprl 1978,
The purchase of the land was facilitated by a loan
from Mr Joe Dwek who subsequently turned the
loan into a most generous donation. A fund
raising committee was established. The very first
service to be held in the building was a Batmitzvah
service for Sarah Donner , Judith Harris. Sarah
Miller, Deborah Rich and Kate Science, on 277
April 1980, As the saying goes, the rest is history,
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